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“What’s happening at Methodist Central Mission, Birmingham?”



Here is the next update about our mission and ministry in the City Centre.

The issue to be highlighted in this month’s edition of the bulletin is our move to Carrs Lane Church Centre.
Relocation to Carrs Lane Church Centre
On Monday, 26th July 2010, the office of the Methodist Central Mission, Birmingham relocated to Carrs Lane Church Centre.

The move went remarkably well, so thanks to all who lended a hand.  Now Beverley and I are situated in an office opposite the main reception desk at Carrs Lane.  This is to be a temporary home before we find a more permanent base within the building.  The new office will become the city centre base for the new amalgamated Birmingham Circuit, a facility that will work alongside the other Circuit offices which are located around the city.
As a new Methodist year begins I am very much aware of the huge changes that will take place during the next 12 months.  Ideas are forming around the model for the United URC-Methodist Church at Carrs Lane, and there is an opportunity for you to share your thoughts on this at an event on Sunday 3rd October call “Proclaim” (For details see notice at the end of this bulletin).

At the end of July, Rev Bill Anderson, the Chair of the Birmingham District of the Methodist Church, sent out a statement to all of the churches in the circuits that will come together in September 2011.  The statement announced the appointment by selection panel of the members of a superintendency team, these being Reverends Helen Jobling, Peter Bates and myself.  
This Superintendency Team in waiting has met to review the paperwork produced by the Strategic Development Team and to prioritise the work for the months ahead.
The Annual Covenant Service will be celebrated on Sunday 5th September at Carrs Lane Church for the first time.  This is a signal of the closer union between Methodism and the URC in Birmingham City Centre as we share in an act of re-commitment to God.  The words of the service will be a timely reminder of why we are facing such radical changes in the life of our church community; it focuses our lives on the ways of God’s kingdom.  Looking to the time before us, remembering how we have reached this point, but always living in the God-given moment, we pray.

“We are no longer our own, but yours”

Editor

Rev Neil Johnson
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“A new vision for
M Carrs Lane Church”
Sunday 3'4 October 2010
1.00pm — 4.00pm

Carrs Lane Church Centre
Come along

and have lunch with us

then share in conversations
about the new

URC-Methodist Church
To book a place call
0I21 6436151

Or email
centralmission@btconnect.com




Diary Dates for

September 2010
1st
Birmingham Superintendents’ Meeting
2nd
Aston University Free Church Chaplaincy Committee

The Pavement Homeless Magazine Group

‘Kidz Aloud’ Planning Group

3rd
Joint Invitations Committee for Birmingham Circuits

Handel’s Joshua @ 7.00pm, Carrs Lane

5th 

Covenant Service @ 10.30am, Carrs Lane

Street Banquet @ 4.00pm, Carrs Lane

6th 

Birmingham Law Centre Executive Committee

7th
Retail Chaplaincy Committee

Radical Church Planning Group

8th
Street Ministry Group @ 12 noon, Carrs Lane

11th
Methodist District Synod, Selly Oak

12th
‘Kidz Aloud’ @ 2.45pm, Carrs Lane

13th
Superintendency Team Meeting

15th
Inner City Group @ 7.30pm, Carrs Lane

20th
‘Faith & Work Group @ 7.30pm, Stockland Green

21st
Birmingham Christian Homeless Forum @ 10.30am, Carrs Lane

24th
United Church Strategy Group

26th
Radical Event – ‘The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner (cert 12) @ 6.00pm, Carrs Lane
30th
‘Believing in Birmingham’ @ 10.00am, Carrs Lane
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