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“What’s happening at Methodist Central Mission, Birmingham?”



Here is the next update about our mission and ministry in the City Centre.

The issue to be highlighted in this month’s edition of the bulletin is the Radical Church.
Radical Church

On the evening of Sunday 27th June (shortly after the terrible England defeat by Germany in the world cup) a group of us met for Radical Church worship and the question we faced was ‘Why believe in prayer?’  We began by looking at a series of questions: 

1.  Is our relationship with God damaged by lack of prayer?

2.  What changes through prayer?

3.  How are we supposed to pray?

4.  Who are we praying to?

5.  If God is all-knowing why bother praying?

6.  Whose prayers should God answer?

Throughout our conversation we came back to the very nature of God and the substance of our relationship with God.  We proceeded to look at the Lord’s Prayer by breaking it down phrase by phrase.  Here are some of the thoughts that emerged:
Hallowed be Thy name

“Special, holy – almost too holy to say”
“A name above all names”

“A name that is almost nameless, too big

You cannot describe or prescribe it by us as humans”

Thy Kingdom come
“Is the Kingdom already here?”

“Does our prayer make the kingdom happen?”
“We need a different way of living with each other”
“His sovereignty, his power not ours, not human power”

“Calling something radically different from how things are”

Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven

“It is not what we want, but what it is that God wants”

“God’s will to be done”

“Making Heaven on Earth”

Finally, with the Lord’s Prayer as Jesus’ model of radical praying, we offered our own prayers to God and as we did so we were more mindful of the encounter we were sharing in.

As the office of the Methodist Central moves to Carrs Lane Church at the end of July, please pray for all of those involved and affected by the changes.  Join us as we pray to God for our joint mission and ministry in the time before us.

Rev Neil Johnson
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Diary Dates for 
                   July 2010
7th  

United Strategy Meeting about United Church
8th 

· Joint Invitations Group for Amalgamated Circuit

· C3, Central Mission’s Trustee Body Meeting
11th @ 1.45pm

Kidz Aloud - ‘A Closer Look at David’
13th 
Birmingham Law Centre Executive Meeting 
19th 
Hope Housing Steering Group
20th @ 10.30am
· Birmingham Christian Homeless Forum

  @ Carrs Lane
· 1.00pm – City Centre Chaplains’ Lunch 

  @ Carrs Lane

21st @ 10.00am
Believing in Birmingham Monthly meeting @ St Pauls

25th @ 4.00pm
Radical Event – Film ‘Whistle Down the Wind’ (PG)
and shared tea

26th Methodist Central Mission Moves 

to Carrs Lane
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